
 

SEA  POACHER  ASSOCIATION 

Dedicated to those who served on this incredible Submarine 

Vol   21   , ISSUE   4              OCT 2023 

EDITOR and PUBLISHER: Bill Brinkman EM 60-62  

3042 Alton PL Round Rock ,TX 78665-2119 seapoacher@att.net —
———————————————————————————— 

   1.   Next USS Sea Poacher National Reunion 2024 

 

We’ve started working with the ST. Mary’s Subma-
rine Museum , director Keith Post , to be in ST. 
Mary’s Georgia October 30 to November 3 , 2024. 

For now, please put these dates on your calendar 
and we’ll send out more information in our January 
& April newsletters. 

Basically, the Sub museum and the US Navy King’s 
Bay have held these events in the past : 

October 31 Thursday  

CMC/COB Breakfast and evening BBQ on the US 
Navy Base. 

November 1 Friday  

WW II Memorial ceremony 



 

 

November 1 Friday ( continued ): 

Trident Training Facility Tours 

Lunch & Dinner 

November 2 Saturday 

Submarine Tours 

USS Sea Poacher Banquet 

Again, I’ll send out more information , registration forms, 
etc in 2024. 

2 . Jon Nagle MM 19621963 

Is Awarded USSVI’s Holland Club Award at the Denizens 
of the Deep USSVI’s Subbase in Aiken, SC. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. The following poem on PAGE 4 is from our own  
Jon Nagle MM 62-63: 

 



 



 

5. USSVI’s Ben Bastura Award 

Awarded to Bill Brinkman  2023 

Hello Shipmates , just a few words explaining the Award: 

1. Attached find the reasons for the Ben Bastura Award  
from USSVI. 

2. I was nominated by members of my Central Texas Base, 
and they submitted the reasons and the wording of my 

Award. 

However, I only saw the words when the Plaque was pre-
sented to me and note, it says I did many things for the 

USS Sea Owl SS 405. Obviously, it should have said USS 
Sea Poacher SS 406. 

 

3. Also note that Ben Bastura’s submarine Museum col-
lection is now at the ST. Mary’s Submarine Museum , so 

we’ll get to see it next October -November 2024. 

 

 

Bill 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

6. Eternal Patrol 

 

Robert Gromling SO 63-66 

Died January 1 , 2023 Seattle , WA 

 Robert’s wife is Jo Ann. 

We searched and couldn't find any more information 
on Robert’s passing. 

7 . USS Sea Owl SS 405 Rescue Bell Operations 

 

The following article dated October 3 , 1959 from 
the New London Day tells the story of the rescue bell 
being used twice to bring 12 people down to the USS 
Sea Owl resting at  120 feet on the sandy bottom. 

Its really fascinating to me, as I was on the USS Sea 
Owl that day, and don’t remember it ! 

Perhaps i  was “ out of the loop “ and nobody told 
me we were resting on the bottom of the sea ! 

Bill 



 


